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Hats off to the Qumbu
small farmer development project

h

By Louis Pretorius

uring May 2020

Potatoes SA (PSA)

met with officials of

the Department of

Agriculture in Mthatha,
to determine the details of
seasonal projects relating to small-
farmer development in the OR
Tambo region. Nine projects were
identified, including the Mhletywa
project near Qumbu.

The small town of Qumbu is
situated 40 km from Mthatha on
the N2 highway heading towards
East London. Planting was done at
the Mjikweni village co-operative
situated at Balasi, which falls under
the jurisdiction of the Mhlontlo local
municipality.

A female hand
This co-operative’'s main objective is
to fight poverty and enhance food
security in the local community.
The co-op is mostly female-led by
women who are passionate about
cultivating vegetables. This well-
organised farming community
forms part of the Qumbu Potato
Farmers’ Organisation. The region
is very poor with very few job
opportunities, a situation that was
of course compounded by the
Covid-19 pandemic.

Given its circumstances,
the community embraced the
opportunity to participate in
Potatoes South Africa’s (PSA)
small farmer development project,
showing real determination to uplift
the community in terms of food
security during difficult times.

The project was planted on
26 October 2020, during which the
small farmers in the community
were able to witness the soil
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Planting for the Qumbu project was done at the Mjikweni village

co-operative situated at Balasi.

preparation, fertilisation using soil
sample results, and the planting
process. Everyone worked diligently
on the land that day and the entire
0.2 hectare project was fully planted
by 11:00.

The Department of Agriculture’s
regional extension officer, Benedict
Mhletywa, played a pivotal role
in the success of this project by
assisting the farmers in following
the spraying programme provided
by PSA, to control pests and blight.
PSA monitored the progress of the
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Farmers taking notes during the information day in March this year, to
discuss the yield and production process.

project and provided advice during
the production season.

A joyful harvest

The potatoes were harvested on
10 March 2021. An information day
was held at the site to discuss the
project and to evaluate the yield
and quality of the potatoes. The
cultivar planted was Valor. Just
before the information day, the
yield on the land was determined
at 31.3 tons per hectare under
dryland production. The quality was
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The cultivar planted was Valor
and a high-quality yield of 31.3
tons per hectare under dryland
production was realised.

also examined and found to be
excellent.

Department officials as well
as local small farmers attended
the proceedings. The production
process was discussed in detail,
especially regarding the spraying
process to control blight and pests.
Farmers diligently recorded notes
during the meeting for future
reference.
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Farmers listening attentively as Ms Zangqga discussed potato cooking
processes, nutrition and value addition.

The issue of food security was
also addressed by department
officials, along with the important
role these projects play in local
communities. One of the highlights
of the meeting was a talk on value
addition with potatoes by Ms
Zangqa. Her talk also addressed
the nutritional value of and cooking
methods used for potatoes.

Those present had many
questions that were answered

during the proceedings, after which
a very fitting lunch mainly focussing
on potatoes, was served and
enjoyed by all. @

For more information on this
and other PSA small-farmer
projects, contact
Louis Pretorius at email
louis@potatoes.co.za.

Our services include:
Geo-hydrology studies
Hydrology studies

1:100 year flood-line studies
Section 33 applications

Application for water use license
Environmental impact assessment
Dam designs and method statements

Transfers of ownership of water rights
Surveys of new developments and

With more than 10 years’ experience under
our belt, we are ready to assist you with your
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supply of irrigation equipment
Borehole monitoring and water analysis
Sahra, Nema and CARA permits (deforestation)

Hellen Booysen « 061 807 2356 - 012 111 9060
hellen@triconagricservices.co.za - www.triconagricservices.co.za

We are proud to be part of the Agri Gauteng
Natural Resources Department and WISA (Water Institute of South Africa).

water licence application.
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