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REDAKTEURSBRIEF

here are a great many

things we can be thankful

for this year, one of them

being agriculture’s excellent

performance in 2020, while
many other industries suffered. There
are several reasons for this, one being
the resilience and can-do attitude of
our producers. Their hard work and
focus paid off, and their contribution
towards our failing economy is
praiseworthy.

But as in all good stories, there are
unsung heroes and in agriculture, these
are often the commodity organisations.
Very few people know or realise how
much hard work is done behind the
scenes to enable farmers to produce
successfully. As Potatoes SA's (PSA)
director for the southern region, DC
Schellingerhout, rightly points out in this
issue of CHIPS: Once you realise what
your levies are used for, you can only be
amazed at the value being added to the
life and work of producers.

Take PSA as a shining example:

The generation of market
information and trends,
research into diseases and
potato varieties, bursaries
given to deserving
students, consumer
projects encouraging
the public to buy and eat
potatoes, as well as
projects allowing
us to empower
producers

and create
a brighter

future

—what

would

farmers have done without the
enormous amount of work performed
diligently and passionately by PSA's
employees? This all means that

potato producers in South Africa really
don't have to shoot in the dark. Their
organisation is paving the way for them.

Kraakvars leesstof vir jou genot

Dit is dan inderdaad ook 'n plesier om te
werk aan 'n tydskrif soos CHIPS, waarin
hierdie harde werk gestalte kry in die
vorm van artikels waarin 'n magdom
bewese inligting oorgedra word. Dis 'n
moet-lees publikasie en die Maart/April-
uitgawe getuig hiervan.

Van markinligting en die jongste
proewe, tot navorsing oor Alternaria
en die Potato Nation-webwerf
se nuwe baadjie — harde werk
en deursettingsvermog is hier in
woorde omgesit en verewig, sodat
aartappelprodusente hulself met nuwe
inligting kan verryk en nog 'n ding of
twee in die boerdery-gereedskapkis
kan laai.

Hierdie uitgawe lui ook twee
splinternuwe artikelreekse in: FP
Coetzee en Pieter van Zyl se reeks oor
verpakkingstendense by aartappels op
varsproduktemarkte, en drs Freddie
Denner en Fienie Niederwieser se reeks,
getiteld "Wat op aarde?”, wat beloof
om lekker-lees-inligting oor interessante
en ongewone verskynsels aan ons lesers
oor te dra.

Maak seker jy lees hierdie uitgawe van
hoek tot kant deur, en geniet maande en
jare se werk wat in 'n maklik verteerbare
vorm aan jou oorgedra word

Lz,hé"f‘fg L ouw, redakteur
(t/he‘f‘fe@plaaxmedl'a coz2a

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE

Executive editor
Hanrie Greebe
076 116 7206 ® hanrie@potatoes.co.za

Editor
Lynette Louw
084 580 5120 ® lynette@plaasmedia.co.za

Publisher
Plaas Media (Pty) Ltd
217 Clifton Ave, Lyttelton, Centurion
Private Bag X2010, Lyttelton, 0140
Tel: 012 664 4793
www.plaasmedia.com

Sub-editors

Maylize Nel
may@plaasmedia.co.za

Lize du Toit
lize@plaasmedia.co.za

Layout & design
Annemie Visser
annemie@plaasmedia.co.za

Sales manager & accounts
Marné Anderson
072 639 1805 ® marne@plaasmedia.co.za

Advertising
Karin Changuion-Duffy
082 376 6396 @ karin@plaasmedia.co.za

Susan Steyn
082 657 1262 ® susan@plaasmedia.co.za

Esmarie Moodie
076 330 0745 e esmarie@plaasmedia.co.za

Rowena Simmons
079 568 6025 ® rowena@plaasmedia.co.za

Juan de Villiers
060 508 3188 ® juan@plaasmedia.co.za

Subscriptions
Beauty Mthombeni
064 890 6941 ® beauty@plaasmedia.co.za

Printed and bound by
Typo e +27 11 402 0571

CHIPS, Plaas Media and its staff and
contributors do not necessarily subscribe to

Bydraers in hierdie uitgawe the views expressed in this publication.
© Copyright: No portion of this magazine
may be reproduced in any form without the
written consent of the publishers.

Aartappels SA: Hanrie Greebe, dr Fienie Niederwieser, Pieter van Zyl, FP Coetzee,
Chantel du Raan, Enrike Verster, Herman Haak, Santa Bronkhorst, Louis Pretorius,
Nomvula Xaba, Immaculate Zinde, Phindiwe Nkosi, en Willie Jacobs.
Published on behalf of
Potatoes SA
012 349 1906
6 De Havilland Crescent,
Persequor Techno Park,
Persequor Park, Pretoria
www.potatoes.co.za

Ander bydraers: Divan van der Westhuizen en Marion Delport van BFAP;

James Arathoon, Archana Nunkumar, Taslos Magubane en Morgan Naidoo van

die KwaZulu-Natalse Departement van Landbou en Plattelandse Ontwikkeling;
produsente Jako Nel en Stefan Lategan; prof Martin Steyn en Tlotlisang Nkhase

van die Universiteit van Pretoria; CropLife SA; dr Elsie Cruywagen van die LNR-VIMP;
dr Freddie Denner van UPL; Stephan Pietersen van Work Accident Support; en
Ansofie van der Walt van die LWO Werkgewersorganisasie.

CHIPS @ March / April 2021




