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PROKON NEWS

8.58%.Average percentage downgraded:  

During February and March 2023, a total 
of 13 potato producing regions as well as 
non-producing suppliers delivered potatoes 
nationally to fresh produce markets. 

12 225 565.
Total number of bags delivered from 13 regions and non-producing 
suppliers and inspected on the fresh produce markets:   

 

Class 1: 9 862 257

Class 2: 
1 521 524

Class 3: 
811 544

Lowest class: 
30 240

Figure 1: Classes inspected at all fresh produce markets during February/March 2023.

Figure 2: Potatoes of potato bags downgraded (total 1 048 646) at all fresh produce 
markets during February/March 2023.

 

Downgraded to Class 2: 
610 068

Downgraded to Class 3: 
269 384

Downgraded to Lowest class: 
169 194
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Figure 3: Potatoes downgraded (%) per region at all fresh produce markets during  
February/March 2023.

Other include: Wet decay, browning, wet by decayed tubers, soiled, insect damage, growth cracks, wilt, watergrass 
damage (ext), vascular browning, directive issued for marking requirements, hollow heart, broken and cut tubers, 
tomato spotted wilt virus, skin eelworm, heat damage, too small, combination of defects found between samples, 
sprouts, soiled by decayed tubers, rhizoctonia.

Figure 4: Main reasons for downgrading at all fresh produce markets during  
February/March 2023.

 

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30%

Malformed

Potato tuber moth

Eelworm

Common scab & similar defects

Greening

Brown fleck

Mechanical damage

Abraded

Soiled decay

Wet decay

Other

11.03%

10.21%

9.77%

8.98%

6.90%

6.37%

6.28%

5.14%

5.03%

4.35%

25.93%

Percentage

Re
as

on
s f

or
 d

ow
ng

ra
di

ng
 



76 CHIPS    May / June 2023 

Other include: Mondeo, Taisiya, Avalanche, El Mundo, Sababa, Taurus, Nicola, FL 2108, Savanna, Apache (POWW), 
Fianna, BP1, Labadia.
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Cultivar varieties

Figure 5: Cultivar varieties inspected at all fresh produce markets during February/March 2023.

Figure 6: Volumes of different potato bags inspected on all fresh produce markets during 
February/March 2023.
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Mondstuk van die Suid-Afrikaanse aartappelbedryf • Mouthpiece of the South African potato industry

MARKET AGENTS REMAIN
A CRITICAL LINK

IN THE POTATO VALUE CHAIN

SUIDWES-VRYSTAAT KULTIVARPROEF 
ONDER BESPROEIING 

OP PETRUSBURG IN 2022
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Weerstandigheid 
teen plaagdoders 

Oorlewing van Ralstonia spp.
in die grond

Baseline and market dynamics
for the coming season 
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